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Foreword
On behalf of the Society I would like to welcome all participants to the Spring
Excursion of the Society and for what promises to be a most stimulating weekend.
The sites to be visited range from the prehistoric (Beaghmore Stone Circles) through
the Christian era (Conwal graveyard, Donaghmore High Cross, Kilmacrenan Church
and Friary, Rathmullan Friary) to the medieval (Doe Castle, Doon Rock, Tullaghoge
Fort) through the nineteenth century (Glenveagh) to the modern period (Ulster
American Folk Park).
As the purpose of this Spring Excursion is to commemorate the four-hundredth
anniversary of the Flight of the Earls a visit to the Flight of the Earls Heritage Centre at
Rathmullan is also planned and should prove to be of especial interest.
In September 1587 the fifteen-year old Red Hugh O'Donnell was lured from the Mac
Sweeny Fanad's castle at Rathmullan by an English captain, posing as a wine merchant,
onto his ship and taken in captivity to Dublin Castle. He escaped in December 1591
and on 3 May 1592 was elected successor to his father in Kilmacrenan church. The
church, along with the inauguration sites of Doon Rock (O'Donnell) and Tullaghoge
Fort (O'Neill) will be a focus of special attention in this anniversary year. The Flight
of the Earls (Tyrone Hugh O'Neill, Tyrconnell Rory O'Donnell and others) took
place from Rathmullan on Lough Swilly on 4 September 1607.
The continuation of this saga will be experienced by those who participate in the
Summer Excursion to Louvain.
I am grateful to all who have made this Spring Excursion possible
but especially to
Con Manning for choosing the sites and to Charlie Doherty who has provided the
(first-ever recent) Excursion booklet. I trust that you will all enjoy this Excursion.
Aideen Ireland
President
April 18, 2007
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Itinerary
Friday April 20
9:30am
11:15am
11:45am
12:45pm
1:45pm
2:10pm
3:15pm
3:40pm
4:40pm
6:25pm

Depart 63 Merrion Square for Carrickdale Hotel, on border between
Louth and Armagh
Arrive Carrickdale Hotel for coffee
Depart Carrickdale for Tullyhogue Fort
Arrive Tullyhogue Fort, inauguration place of the O'Neills
Depart Tullyhogue for Creggan Centre
Arrive at Creggan Centre for lunch
Depart Creggan Centre for Beaghmore Stone Circles
Arrive Beaghmore
Depart Beaghmore for Letterkenny
Arrive at Radison Hotel Letterkenny

Saturday April 21
9:30am
10:00am
10:45am
11:00am
11:45am
12:25pm
1:25pm
1:50pm
3:00pm
3:50pm
4:50pm
5:50pm
6:30pm

Depart Hotel for Kilmacrenan
Arrive Kilmacrenan and visit church and friary
Depart Kilmacrenan for Doon Rock
Arrive Doon Rock, inauguration place of the O'Donnells
Depart Doon for Doe Castle
Arrive Doe Castle
Depart Doe Castle for Glenveagh Visitor Centre
Arrive Glenveagh Visitor Centre for lunch
Depart Glenveagh for Rathmullan
Arrive Rathmullan Flight of the Earls Heritage Centre
Visit Rathmullan Priory
Depart Rathmullan
Arrive Hotel

Sunday April 22
10:30am
10:45am
11:30am
12:30pm
2:30pm
3:15pm
4:00pm
4:50pm
5:20pm
7:15pm

ii

Depart hotel for Conwal graveyard
Arrive Conwal graveyard
Depart Conwal graveyard for Ulster American Folk Park
Arrive Ulster American Folk Park for visit and lunch
Depart Folk Park for Donaghmore High Cross
Arrive Donaghmore High Cross
Depart Donaghmore for Carrickdale Hotel
Arrive Carrickdale for coffee
Depart Carrickdale for Dublin
Arrive 63 Merrion Square
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Tullyhogue, Tulach O´c / Telach O´c

ulach O´c is situated in the territory of the Ui´ Thuirtre, a major division of the

T
Airgialla who were settled around the Sperrin mountains. It is very likely that it
was originally their inauguration site. In remote history this area was probably under
the overlordship of the Ulaid, the Ulstermen. However the Cene´l nEo´gain, who gave
their name to Inishowen and later to Tyrone (Ti´r Eo´gain), began to expand across
Lough Foyle and conquered the lands to the north of the Sperrins in the sixth and
seventh centuries. By the ninth century (following the battle of Leth Cam in 827) they
were putting pressure on the area to the south of the Sperrins and to the west along
Lough Neagh. The Ui´ Thuirtre began to migrate across the Bann into Da´l nAraidi
about 776 and took over the territory of Eilne (east of the Bann) during the tenth
century. By the opening of the tenth century the Cene´l nEo´gain had two rival centres
of power one in the homeland of Inishowen and another in what is now Tyrone
eventually centring on Tullyhogue. By the twelfth century these would have been the
territories of Mac Lochlainn (MacLoughin) and O´ Ne´ill (O'Neill) respectively. The
political entity of Ti´r Eo´gain is first mentioned in the Annals of Ulster in 993. Tulach,
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`hill, mound' is frequently used of inauguration sites. It has been suggested that the
second element o´c means `warriors'. 1
James Hogan in a very famous article 2 suggested that the Cene´l nEo´gain moved to
Tullyhogue in the early tenth century. However, Francis John Byrne's more recent
argument 3 suggests that it was some time after 1000AD that this happened. O´ hO´ca´in
(later O´ hA´ga´in > O'Hagan) from a branch of the Cene´l nEo´gain called Cene´l Fergusa
was associated with the site from the mid eleventh century onwards. They held the
office of Rechtaire, `steward' of the site. They also played a role in the inauguration
ceremony of O'Neill as recorded in the sixteenth century. O´ Catha´in had the duty
of throwing a golden slipper over the head of the chief as part of the inauguration
ceremony. O´ hA´ga´in presented the rod of office to O´ Ne´ill and then placed the sandal
on his lord's foot. It is for this reason that a gold sandal appears in their armorial
bearings. The chief residence of the O'Hagan's was within the rath of Tullyhogue.
Hugh O'Neill, whose portrait appears on the cover of this booklet was the last to be
inaugurated in Tullyhogue. The Leac-na-righ was the coronation chair. This event was
reported to Queen Elizabeth by Henry Bagnal in a letter dated September 14th, 1595:
The traitor is gone to the stone to have himself called O'Neill upon some ceremony
used; and hath given charge to all his forces to meet him there in two hosts. Fynes
Moryson tells us that Mountjoy spent five days in the neighbourhood, 1602, and
after spoiling the corn of the whole country, smashed the chair whereon the O'Neill's
were wont to be created. Elizabeth FitzPatrick has argued that the `chair' was a more
recent innovation. 4 O'Hagan was clearly a most trusted officer of O'Neill. Tyrone
sent Turlough O'Hagan to escort Hugh Roe O'Donel from Glenmalure to Donegal,
after O'Donel had escaped from Dublin Castle in 1592. Moryson informs us that
Turlough commanded 500 men on the retreat from Kinsale, and was slain with all
his company except twenty, whereof eleven were wounded, and of them seven died
the eighteenth day after their return.
As the English conquest proceeded the government and its officials were particularly
anxious about the `parley hills' (the same word is in Parliament) on which the Irish
chiefs conducted the oireachtas for the purpose of regulating their lordships
probably at Bealtaine and Samhain. It is their reports and allow us to fill out the picture.
Maps of this period make a point of marking the location of such places. By the
second decade of the seventeenth century they gradually disappear from the maps.

1

E´amon O´ Doibhlin, O'Neill's `own country' and its families (The Donaghmore Historical Society, 1998) 1.
James Hogan, `The Ua Briain kingship in Telach O´c', in John Ryan (ed.), Fe´il-Sgri´bhinn Eo´in Mhic Ne´ill.
Essays and Studies presented to Professor Eoin MacNeill (Dublin, 1940) 406 44.
3 Francis John Byrne, `Ireland before the battle of Clontarf ', in Da´ibhi´ O´ Cro´ini´n (ed.), A New History of
Ireland, I. Prehistoric and Early Ireland (Oxford, 2005) 852 61: 858 9.
4 Elizabeth FitzPatrick, Royal inauguration in Gaelic Ireland c. 1100 1600 (The Boydell Press, 2004)
128 29.
2
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From Donnelly, Pieces of the Past, p. 31.

Beaghmore

Figure 1 Beaghmore Stone circles and alignments.
eaghmore is a complex of stone circles, alignments and cairns in Co. Tyrone. It is
situated on the south-east fringe of the Sperrin Mountains. It was discovered in
the 1930s by George Barnett and was excavated in the 1940s. Further excavations
were carried out in 1965.
The earliest pollen record of 7,000 years ago indicated that the area was wooded,
with birch, pine, willow and hazel trees. Underneath the present monuments are low
banks of small stones that may be the remains of the fields of Neolithic farmers. By
3,500 BC the pollen record shows pollens of grass, herbs and cereals indicating that
the woodland had been cleared.
The monuments that we can see belong to the Bronze Age and were constructed at
some time between 1500 and 800 BC. There are three pairs of stone circles. Each
has a cairn close to or sitting between them. There are twelve cairns to be seen,
most containing traces of cremated bones. One circle stands apart and is filled with
close-set stones, known as the `Dragon's Teeth'. The stone rows point towards the
horizon suggesting that they were laid out for astronomical purposes.
By 2000 BC the climate was deteriorating, becoming colder and wetter and eventually
the bog overwhelmed the site. It is clear that in the surrounding bog there is still
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From Brian Lacy, Archaeological Survey of Donegal, p. 338.

much to be discovered. Beaghmore gives us a unique glimpse of our early farmers,
their relationship with their environment and their religious sensibilities. 5

Figure 2 Plan of Kilmacrenan Friary.

5

4

For this description I have relied very heavily on Colm J. Donnelly, Living Places. Archaeology, Continuity
and Change at Historic Monuments in Northern Ireland (The Institute of Irish Studies, The Queen's
University, Belfast) 31 32.
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Kilmacrenan / Cill Mac nE´na´in
ilmacrenan is first mentioned in the Annals of Ulster in 1129 when it is recorded:
Teach Coluim Cille i Cill Mc. nEnain do ghabail d'O´ Thaircert for Aedh m.
Cathbairr U Domnaill 7 a loscadh do´, `The house of Colum Cille in Cill Mac nE´na´in
was taken by O´ Tairchert against A´ed son of Cathbarr ua Domnaill, and it was burned
by him.' The Friary was founded after 1537 by Manus O'Donnell for the Franciscan
Third Order Regular. It is likely that the lands of the earlier monastery provided the
support for the new friary. In 1603 the lands of the friary were granted to James
Fullerton by James I. A bawn was built by Captain William Stewart in 1611 together
with three English style houses. 6
The remains of the friary consist of a nave and chancel church 25.3m by c. 6.1m
without a division within. The Donegal Survey gives the following description.
Built of roughly-coursed rubble and some quarried blocks with horizontally laid thin pinnings, only the E half of the S wall with attached
section of the E gable, 4.5m 5m in height, and a small N fragment of
the W gable, c. 1m high, survive. No dressed stonework remain though
bond holes indicate that the SE quion were of ashlar construction. At
the E end of the S wall is a wall-press, and two ragged gaps are all that
survive to indicate the former presence of windows. The graveyard wall
is built on the N wall of the church; a section of the latter can be traced
in its exterior face. 7
Dressed stonework survived into the nineteenth century but it is likely that fragments
had been incorporated into the old Protestant church and into the present Church of
Ireland parish church.
Kilmacrenan is perhaps more famous because of its proximity to Carraig an Du´in,
`Doon Rock' two miles west-southwest of the village. This was a place of inauguration
in the middle ages.

K

Doon Rock / Doon Well / Carraig an Du´in / Tobar an Du´in
he inauguration ritual that took place in Ti´r Conaill, as recounted by Giraldus
Cambrensis in his Topographia Hiberniae, has been associated with Doon Rock.
Most evidence for inauguration here and at Kilmacrenan dates to the later medieval
period. Domhnall O´ Domhnaill was inaugurated in Raphoe cathedral in 1258 under

T

6
7

Alistair Rowan, North West Ulster (Penguin Books, 1979) 335.
Brian Lacy (et. al.), Archaeological Survey of County Donegal (Donegal County Council, Lifford, 1983),
338.
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the watchful eye of bishop Maol Pa´draig O´ Scannail. It would seem that this was a
deliberate attempt by the church (one of many going back into the early middle ages)
to wean the kings from their traditional rituals. These had pagan overtones and the
church favoured a Christian ceremony. It was not long before the kings returned to
their traditional site of Kilmacrenan where O´ Domnaill and Mac Suibhne continued
to be inaugurated until the last
that of Niall Garbh O´ Domhnaill in 1603. It is
likely that the ritual took place in the open air on the mound of assembly at Doon
followed by a ceremony in the church of Kilmacrenan.
The account by Giraldus Cambrensis provoked outrage among Irish writers of the
seventeenth century who wrote against what they considered a scurrilous slur on the
Irish.
A new and outlandish way of conferring dominion and kinship.
There are some things which, if the exigencies of my account did not
demand it, shame would discountenance their being described. But the
austere discipline of history spares neither truth not modesty. There
is in the northern and farther part of Ulster, namely in Kenelcunill
(Tyrconnell), a certain people which is accustomed to consecrate its
king with a rite altogether outlandish and abominable. When the
whole people of that land has been gathered together in one place, a
white mare is brought forward into the middle of the assembly. He
who is to be inaugurated, not as a chief, but as a beast, not as a king, but
as an outlaw, embraces the animal before all, professing himself to be a
beast also. The mare is then killed immediately, cut up in pieces, and
boiled in water. A bath is prepared for the man afterwards in the same
water. He sits in the bath surrounded by all his people, and all, he and
they, eat of the meat of the mare which is brought to them. He quaffs
and drinks of the broth in which he is bathed, not in any cup, or using
his hand, but just dipping his mouth into it round about him. When
this unrighteous rite had been carried out, his kingship and dominion
has been conferred. 8
Whether Giraldus obtained this information from a literary source or from oral
tradition is unclear. Also whether such a ritual was practised in twelfth-century
Ireland is also perhaps unlikely. However scholars have recognised that its closest
parallels are in the horse-sacrifice of ancient India. When we follow this lead it is
clear that there are remarkable similarities in the accounts of As´vamedha in India and
the account of Giraldus. We are thus brought into the environment of Indo-European
kingship. The king declares himself to be a beast also. He thus identifies himself
with the horse. Sacrificer and sacrifice become one. It may be suggested that this is
8

6

John J. O'Meara, The First Version of The Topography of Ireland by Giraldus Cambrensis (Dundalk, 1951)
93 4.
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From Nat. Lib. Ms 700, c. 1200.

the origin of the folktale of Labraid Loingsech had horse's ears. The drinking of the
broth of the horse is significant as McCone points out, `the oldest attested meaning
of the second term of the compound asva-medha is `broth'. 9 The horse-sacrifice was
regarded as the touch-stone of kingship. Kings inaugurated in this way, at least in their
own eyes, were `World kings'. We find a reflection of this in early Irish poetry and
literature. It also allows us to explain the great event at Navan Fort (Emain Macha) in
95/4 BC as a ritual to create such a great king. The account of Giraldus also provides
us with evidence for a more detailed explanation of the kingship of Tara.

Figure 3 Drawing accompanying Gerald's text.
9

Kim McCone, Pagan past and Christian present in early Irish literature(Maynooth, 1990) 118.
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From Brian Lacy, Archaeological Survey of Donegal, p. 357.

Field Trip Guide
RSAI

Figure 4 Plan of Doe Castle
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Doe Castle / Caislea´n na dTu´ath
astledoe is situated in the upper reaches of Sheephaven Bay. It is built across
a narrow promontory called Cannon Point. The castle was built by the Quinn
family and then passed to MacSweeny Mac Suibne na dTu´ath. Red Hugh O'Donnell
was fostered here. Sir Cahir O'Doherty made the castle his headquarters before
attacking Derry in 1608. In 1588 it provided refuge for soldiers shipwrecked from
the Spanish Armada.
In the Plantation of Ulster it was given in 1614 to a Captain John Sandford who
undertook repairs. In 1623 it was described as `an ancient strong castle, three storeys
high, and a bawn of lime and stone . . . with good flankers . . . The castle and bawn are
well reparied by Captain Samford who hath made in it some additions of buildings,
and hath covered the house and slated it, and is now building a stone house within
the bawn.' It was recovered by the MacSweeny at the start of the eleven years war.
Eoghan Ru´a Ua Ne´ill (Owen Roe O'Neill) landed here in 1642 on his return from
Flanders. It was captured by the Cromwellian Coote in 1650 and became a military
garrison during the second half of the seventeenth century. During the Williamite
wars it was again held by MacSweeny but was eventually abandoned and fell into ruins.
Just before 1800 it became the property of Captain George Vaughan Hart who
restored the castle. His family were to move in 1864 to Killderry House at Muff in
Inishowen. It was subsequently sold to Stewart of Ards and let to various tenants.
The castle was abandoned by c. 1890 and fell into ruins. The Irish Land Commission
acquired it in 1932 and it is now a National Monument.

To the right is a tomb-slab that was brought from a nearby
graveyard in 1968. It dates to the sixteenth century. Bigger
suggested that the date on the slab was 1544. It was certainly
a tomb-slab for one of the MacSweeny family.

C

At the core of the castle is a tower-house with outbuildings
all enclosed by a bawn wall. Because of the successive restorations and repairs it has been very difficult to distinguish the
various features of its makeup. The tower-house is built of
rubble laid in mortar and has ashlar quoins. The walls are battered in the lower courses. It is has four storeys. It is 4.28m
by 5.8m internally and is 16.75m to the top of the parapet.
Floors were of timber. An extra wall was inserted on the East
face the full height of the building to allow for the insertion
of corner fireplaces. The entrance is on the south wall and to
the east is a mural stair giving access to the upper floors.

From Brian Lacy, Archaeological Survey of Donegal, p. 359.
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From Brian Lacy, Archaeological Survey of Donegal, p. 345.
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Figure 5 Plan of Rathmullan Priory
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Rathmullan Priory
he Carmelite priory is dedicated to the Blessed Virgin Mary and was built by
T
Eo´ghan Ru´a MacSweeny in 1516. In 1595 it was plundered by George Bingham
who sailed into Lough Swilly from Sligo and carried away vestments, chalices, and
other objects. He was murdered soon afterwards by a member of his crew. The
friars returned and restored the place. In 1601, the buildings consisted of a church
and steeple, cloister, hall and three chambers. About 1617 Andrew Knox, Bishop of
Raphoe, gained the site and converted the nave and transept into a private dwelling.
He preserved the tower and chancel as his chapel. Between 1706 and 1814 it served
as a parish church until St. Columb's, the new one, was built. In the late eighteenth
century the Knox family moved to Prehen outside Derry and the house became a
ruin.
The Donegal Survey points out that there were at least two major building phases.
The original 16th century priory consisted of a church, comprising
chancel, central tower, nave and transept and the N and E domestic
ranges. Much of the former survive but only the N, E and a section
of the W walls of the later remain. The early 17th century alterations
included the conversion of the nave and transept into a three storey,
L-shaped, fortified house with the addition of a gabled hallway, of equal
height, in the re-entrant angle. The chancel was used as the bishop's
private chapel. . . . The original 16th century church and domestic
ranges are built of rubble with ashlar quoins and dressings in grey
sandstone with characteristic 16th century punch tooling. 10
Alistair Rowan points out that the original friary plan was a standard one, that is a long
church, almost 80ft by 21ft wide, with side altars in a S transept, and living quarters
to the N on a line with the side of the chancel. Such an arrangement is to be found in
fifteenth-century Franciscan houses at Donegal and Killydonnell and elsewhere. He
writes further:
Normally a friary church was divided into an area for the laity, the nave,
and an area for the friars, the chancel. The division, which was at first
made by a wooden screen, came to be marked by a tower crossing the
nave, as here, with a double-arched vestibule between the two main
spaces. As often happens in Irish friaries, the tower is much smaller
in plan than the nave that it crosses, rising like a big square chimney
through the ridge of the roof. With such a plan, the walls to support
the tower must impinge on the space of the church, reducing the width
of the crossing arches to modest
and one might add inexpensive
11
proportions.
10

Brian Lacy (et. al.), Archaeological Survey of County Donegal (Donegal County Council, Lifford, 1983),
344.
11 Alistair Rowan, North West Ulster (Penguin Books, 1979) 473.
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Figure 6 Cross Slabs from Conwal graveyard
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Conwal / In Chongba´il, `foundation, establishment'
ohn Colgan in his Acta Sanctorum says that Fiachrius was abbot here and at Clonard
J but
no such name is to be found among the ecclesiastics of Clonard. The site is
first mentioned in the Annals of Ulster 915 when Scannlan, airchinnech Tamhlachta, 7
Scannlan, airchinnech na Congbala Glinne Suileidhi, in Christo moriuntur, `Scannla´n,
superior of Tamlacht, and Scannla´n, superior of In Chongba´il (Conwal) of Glenn
Suiligi, die in Christ.' In AU 1205 Sitriuc hUa Sruithein, aircinnech na Congbhala,
idon, cenn hUa Murthele 7 toisech Clainni Sneidhgile ar tothucht, post optimam
penitentiam feliciter finiuit (uitam) et sepultus est in templo quod factum est apud
ispum, `Sitriuc Ua Sruithein, herenagh of the Congbhail, namely, head of Ui´ Murthele
and chief of Clann Sneidhgile for ability, after most excellent penance felicitously
finished (his life) and was buried in the church that was built by himself.'
The Annals of the Four Masters record in 1258: Acc tiontudh don t-sluagh Conallach
on maidhm ro leicceadh an t-a´rach i m-boi´ O´ Domhnaill ar sraidslighe na Congba´la
gonadh ann do-dheachaidh a ainim as do ghai´bh cro´ na n-gon, & na c-crecht do-radadh
fair h-i c-cath Credrain, & ni´r bo´ ba´s ar miodhlachus an ba´s h-ishin acht iar m-breith
buadha gach tan for a bhiodhbhadhaibh.
I give the complete entry in English:
[Godfrey] O'Donnell ordered the Kinel-Connell to assemble from all quarters and
come to him; and after they had assembled at the summons of their lord, he ordered
them, as he was not able to march with them, to make for him the bier wherein his
body would finally be borne, and to place him in it, and carry him in the midst of
his people. He told them to exert their bravery, as he himself was among them, and
not to suffer the might of their enemies to prevail over them. They then, by order of
their lord, proceeded on their march against O'Neill's army; and the two armies met
face to face, at the river called Suileach. They attacked each other, without regard
to friendship or kindred, until the Tyronian army was discomfited and driven back,
leaving behind them many men, horses, and a great quantity of valuable property. On
the return of the Tirconnelian army from this victory, the bier on which O'Donnell
was carried was laid down in the street of Congbha´il, and here his soul departed,
from the venom of the scars and wounds which he had received in the battle of
Creadran. This was not death in cowardice, but the death of a hero, who had at all
times triumphed over his enemies.
It was for this Godfrey that the finest recumbent graveslab in the graveyard was made.
It provides the background to this page.
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Again in 1540 AFM records: do gabha´il E´iccneacha´in Ui´ Domhnaill i m-Baile na
Congba´la
The more complete entry is:
The sons of O'Donnell (i.e. of Hugh Oge, the son of Hugh Roe), namely, Donough
Cairbreach and John of Lurg, rose up in opposition to O'Donnell (Manus, their own
brother), and went into the Crannog of Loch-Beiathaigh, from which they proceeded
to spoil the country. O'Donnell took them both prisoners, and took also Egneghan
O'Donnell in the town of Conwall. He hanged John of Lurg, and put Egneghan
and Donough in fetters; and he broke down and demolished the Crannog of LochBeathaigh.
These entries in the Annals of the Four Masters give us a glimpse of the village of Conwal
in the later middle ages. Often the word used is sraidbaile, `street settlement', here it
is sraidslighe, `street way, main street'. The slighe is from the verb sligid, `to cut' and
originally was a road cut through the forest. The sraid is from Latin (via) strata, `paved
road'. It is the element of paving that was taken into Irish. It is equivalent to the
Strassendorfen or les villages rues of the continent. So in the later middle ages it may be
argued that Conwal was already a village or small town.
Conwall Old Church was described in 1622 as being in ruins. It is 17.5m by 6.5m
internally. Fragments of Romanesque stonework survive. It is wonderful to have such
a fine collection of cross slabs surviving (see figure 6 on page 12 of this Guide).

Donaghmore / Domnach mo´r Maige Imclair
Domnach from Latin Dominicum, `House of the Lord' is one of the earliest names for a
church. Churches so called were already recognised in the seventh century as being of
the missionary period. Armagh claimed these churches had been founded by Patrick
and so should be in alliance with her. Until the sixteenth century there was a house
of Culdees (Ce´ili De´) there dependent upon Armagh. Cruimther Colum (Presbyter
Colum) was said to have been placed over it by Patrick. The fact that the church had
at least two High Crosses shows its importance in the 9th/10th centuries. Nothing
else remains of the early church. It was re-erected in its present position in the village
street in 1776. What was erected, however, was the head of one cross and the shaft
of another, although both pieces are close in style.
The following identifications of the panels are by Peter Harbison.
EAST FACE
•
•
•
•
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The Annunciation to the Shepherds
The Adoration of the Magi
The Baptism of Christ
The Marriage Feast of Cana
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•
•
•
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UPPER FRAGMENT Unidentified scene
The Multiplication of the loaves and fishes
The mocking or flagellation of Christ
HEAD The Crucifixion

SOUTH SIDE
•
•

SHAFT FRAGMENT Romulus and Remus
UPPER FRAGMENT decoration

WEST FACE
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Lower shaft fragment
BASE Horseman
Adam and Eve knowing their nakedness
Cain slays Abel
The sacrifice of Isaac
UPPER FRAGMENT decoration
rounded device
HEAD
CENTRE Animal heads in raised oblong
ARMS animals
TOP cavity for cap
RING Animal interlace

NORTH SIDE
•

Lower and upper fragments
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